CRITERIA NOAA USES TO DETERMINE USE OF A CESU MEMBERSHIP


1. The proposed funding opportunity must fit within the objectives of the National CESU Network Program summarized below:
· To provide research, technical assistance, and education to federal land management, environmental, and research agencies and their partners in biological, physical, social, cultural, and engineering disciplines needed to address natural and cultural resource management issues at multiple scales and in an ecosystem context.
2. The proposed funding opportunity must fit the intent of the CESU Cooperative and Joint Agreements, which means:
· The research partnership will carry out or stimulate an activity (data, products or services) for a public purpose; and NOAA will be significantly involved in the work.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The cooperative agreement must follow one of three pathways: Federal Funding Opportunity (competitive), a Request for Applications (non-competitive), or CESU-specific Broad Agency Announcement (competitive). Please see below for more information.
3. The research proposed must not fit within the scope of a Cooperative Institute (CI) whereby a similar project has been completed by the CI in the past.

Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) is appropriate when: a research need has been identified with some specifics, within one or more CESU regions and multiple CESU members are qualified to participate.

Request for Applications (RFA) is appropriate when: a non-competitive or sole source award must be justified as outlined in Chapter 8, Section F.1.b, of the Department of Commerce Grants and Cooperative Agreements Manual (DOC Grants Manual). NOTE: As government policy favors competitive awards, this mechanism should be used sparingly. 

A CESU-specific Broad Agency Announcement (CESU-specific BAA): The CESU specific BAA has more stringent requirements than the NOAA-wide BAA. Only members of the named CESU are eligible to apply. This is geared towards non-solicited proposals. The award mechanism is limited to Cooperative Agreements only. Further, proposals submitted under this opportunity must not only be consistent with NOAA’s mission, but the objectives of the National CESU program that is implemented across Federal Bureaus and Agencies. This mechanism is best suited to promote competition among member partners of the referenced CESU when a project has not yet been identified to address a specifically named need. However, there is an anticipation of multiple projects formulated if given the opportunity.

